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Sillman’s recent exhibition, To Be Other-Wise, was on view at Gladstone Gallery,
New York, from May 2, 2024, to June 15, 2024. The artist, who incorporates
painting, collage, and printmaking into her practice, is also known for speaking
about the pivotal role of drawing in her work. Her show at Gladstone proved to be
no exception, where the viewer saw her use of the physical apparatus of drawing
dissolving traditional distinctions of abstraction and form, or figure and ground.

Upon arriving at the gallery, the viewer was greeted by two collaborative works: a
collection of zines made by Sillman, John Hulsey, and Lisa Robertson, as well as a
video titled Abstraction as Ruin. The latter featured an animation of over 300
drawings produced by Sillman, accompanied by sound by Marina Rosenfeld. The
video put the viewer into contact with the gesture of physical abstraction, played
to the tune of a somewhat slapstick soundtrack.

Installation view, Amy Sillman: To Be Other-Wise,
Gladstone Gallery, New York, 2024.
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In the artist’s own words, as quoted from the Washington Post (where the video
was also featured): “I want these drawings to mirror the feeling in your gut as you
turn away from the news and gaze downward in anguish at your own paunch, to
portray you psychically trying to get yourself together as you droop, despair and
come undone.” The video translated the sentiment of desperation from
consuming the overwhelming news of the world, including the war in Gaza this
past year.






